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CORRECTED ESTIMATES OF THE PROPORTION OF
DISINTEGRATION

The numerical strength of students in Bengal did not remain
the same year after year in normal times, but maintained a steady
though slow progress. The annual figures published by the Gov-
ernment of Bengal in their Report on Public Instruction indicate
that the rate of progress has also been increasing from year to
year. This is in accord -with the general impression, that in recent
years at least the numerical strength of students has kept pace
with and slightly surpassed the increase in number of children
of school going age due to growth of population.4 Therefore cor-
rect estimates of disintegration of education can only be obtained
from the expected roll strengths on the basis of this rate of in-
crease and the actual roll strength in 1943 and 1944. A study
on the basis of proportions with respect to the numbers in 1939
will be definitely an underestimate. Table 6 gives the expected
and the actual number of students in lakhs and .the number and
proportion of corrected estimates of loss of students in Rural
Bengal in 1943 and 1944.

The great extent of disintegration revealed in table 6 is inr
agreement with the wide range of variations in the percentage
of students seen in table 4 and the high standard errors of the
mean proportions of students in 1943 and 1944 to the numbers in
1939, noted in table 5. High standard errors indicating a wide
range of disintegration are also due to the fact that education
in Rural Bengal is mainly restricted to the upper and middle
layers of the populations, as three-fourths of the expenses on edu-
cation have to be borne by the guardians of students and by the
local authorities. Disintegration of education naturally depended
principally on the socio-economic composition of th$ population in
the villages and their power to fight the consequences of the
famine. This varied largely in the different areas.

available in official reports, the population figures have been used as
the next best, inasmuch as the increase in number of students will
naturally have a positive correlation with the growth in population.
* According to the Reports on Public Instruction, Government of
Bengal, the total number of students in high, middle and primary
schools of Rural Bengal has increased from 2.11 millions to 3.19 ma-
lions, an increment of 51*^, during 1930-31 to 1940-41 j while during
1931-41, the total rural population lias increased by 15rj_ from 46.43.
millions to 54.37 millions.
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